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August 4, 2011

Commissioner Christina Olague

President, San Francisco Planning Commission

1660 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94103

RE: CPMC Institutional Master Plan

Dear Commissioner Olague:

The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, representing over 1,500 businesses with 250,000 employees from throughout the city, urges the Planning Commission to approve the California Pacific Medical Center’s Institutional Master Plan.

While for many decades San Francisco’s economy has been centered around the visitor industry, financial and professional services and headquartered businesses, in recent years medical services and research has probably been the area of the greatest growth. City leaders recognized this opportunity fifteen years ago when the Mission Bay Plan envisioned the medical center/biotech hub that we see under construction today. Voters recognized the importance of medical facilities to public health and the economy by overwhelmingly approving bonds for the reconstruction of Laguna Honda and San Francisco General Hospitals. 

San Francisco now has the chance to approve the next group of projects important to both public health and our economy; the construction of two new CPMC acute care hospital facilities and associated medical buildings. Approval of the CPMC IMP will give San Franciscans hospitals that can withstand a category 5earthquake. It will result in a new St Luke’s campus to meet the health care needs of local residents at the appropriate size to remain financial viable. And it will result in a new state-of-the-art hospital on Van Ness Avenue serving patients from throughout the city and the Bay Area in a transit rich location at a world class facility.

Rebuilding the CPMC campuses is required to meet state seismic requirements, will add to the city’s reputation as a center for medical excellence and will give our local economy a $2.5 billion boost, generating 1,500 well paying jobs as we try to pull the city out of this deep recession.

The Chamber urges the Planning Commission to approve the IMP and move these critically important projects through the permitting process as quickly as legally possible. 

Sincerely,

[image: image1.jpg]



JIM LAZARUS

Sr. Vice President

[image: image2.jpg]